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Torquay Museum Without Walls is 
a proud volunteer-run organization. 
In publishing History Matters 
our volunteers do everything 
from research, writing, editing, 
photography, page layouts. Each 
edition also includes contributions 
of writing and photography from 
supporters of our work.

We are very grateful for  the 
support of our  and sponsors 
identified opposite and those  who 
contribute photos and information.

Volunteers play an important role in 
the operation of our history group 
working in a variety of areas including 
research, filing, data entry, collections 
management, photography and 
working with community groups.

VOLUNTEER WITH US: We 
welcome new people and you don’t 
have to be an expert in history. A 
friendly attitude and willingness to 
join in are all you need.
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RAY 
WILSON

For many years Ray Wilson was a familiar sight around 
town always ready for a chat and a reminisce about 

“the old days”. Ray now lives down in Anglesea but is still 
a regular visitor and always a great port of call to answer 
questions about life in Torquay in the 50’s and 60’s, and 
the early days of surfing.

The Wilson family like many others had their first 
experience in Torquay as visitors to the Torquay 

Caravan Park, camping in a tent for weeks in the summer 
months and enjoying the beach. They soon realised that 
they would like to move down permanently. 

Herbert Wilson owned a big garage and petrol station 
on the corner of Latrobe Street and Queens St in 

Melbourne. Business boomed during the war years and, 
in 1945 Herbert and Ida Wilson bought the imposing old 

home called they called Cooee on the corner of Bell street and The Esplanade. 
They brought their two little daughters with them. 

Ray was born in Geelong the day after Australia day in 1946. Ida and Herb 
brought him home to Torquay. Ray spent much of his young days playing 

in the Marram grass and Moonah trees and collecting shells in the rock pools. 
With the beach just across the road, his childhood was always associated with 
the ocean. Ida would tell the children to play in the corner below the trees and 
cliff where it was “nice and cosy”. Cooee was on just less than 5 acres so there 
was room for ponies and a tennis court. Ray and the girls would ride their 
horses over the track and along the foreshore, and down on the beach. Ida 
Wilson was a beach lover and swam at the front beach all her life. She liked to 
surf on a rubber mat and as soon as he was old enough, she started giving Ray 
surf lessons at Point Danger. Even in the cold during winter months, the two 
of them would be out in the waves. Ida was thrilled when Ray was old enough 
to join her out the back.

It was a very idyllic time to grow up in Torquay with a population of about 
500. Ray knew almost everyone in town and when he started his paper run 

as a boy he got to know all the streets and houses as well. When he was not 
at the beach he was riding his bike through Taylor Park to collect yabbies and 
tadpoles in the old dam, and later went rabbiting in the hills over the creek in 
Jan Juc. 

Around about the time Ray had his tenth birthday the 1956 Olympic carnival 
came to Torquay and this event had a lasting and dramatic impact on Ray. 

He was able to catch all the action of the carnival first hand. He was already 
one of the “young Groms” hanging about at the Surf Club where some of the 
older boys took him under their wing. Ray recalls with great fondness Vic 
Tantau, Al Reid and Owen Yateman who were like father figures to him. 

Ray watched in awe as the beach was transformed for the carnival with 
the dunes being smoothed over and stands being built. He remembers 

hundreds of cars parking on the beach. But his most lasting memory is watching 
the Hawaiians and Californians, who brought shorter more maneuverable 
boards and showed their talent on them at Torquay point.

PHOTOS COURTESY RAY WILSON 
COLLECTION. 

JCHRIS BARRI

LOCAL SURFING 
LEGEND

GROWING UP IN 
TORQUAY

Photo courtesy Andy Berry
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And Ray was on hand too, when Vic started making 
boards in his garage at the back of where Growlers is 

now. He was the first kid in town to have his own custom 
Vic Tantau board and would hitch a ride out to Bells with 
Peter Troy to try it out. 

By the early 1960’s the winds of change were blowing 
through the Torquay Surf Club as the divisions 

between the “clubbies“ and the “boardriders“ grew. Ray 
teamed up with a breakaway group and formed the 
very first boardriders club in Torquay, the Point Danger 
Danglers. 

In 1964 when the first Victorian Surf Titles were held 
the record books show Ray Wilson as the winner of the 

Open Men’s title. He went on to represent Victoria at the 
Australian titles at Manly, in a field that included overseas 
surfers Micky Dora, Mike Doyle, and Joey Cabell. Ray was 
on the Victorian State Team for 6 years and also competed 
in the 1970 World Titles at Bells.

When his sisters left Torquay to work, Ray and his 
mother moved into the beautiful house at 28 The 

Esplanade. 

As soon as he was old enough, Ray left school and 
started learning how to make surfboards. This was 

not an easy task as the only place he could do this was 
with John Saffron Surfboards in Whittington. He would 
hitch hike into Geelong to Faggs store where he kept his 
bike. He would then ride to Whittington where he worked 
making boards, repeating the journey on the way home. 
Shortly after, he got a job making boards for Fred Pyke in 
Torquay, eventually making his own surfboards.

After Ida’s death Ray decided to turn the gracious old 
home into a restaurant and named it after his Mum, 

calling it “Ida’s by the Sea“. To this day the house is still 
referred to as “Ida’s”. Ray added the title of wine waiter to 
his resume. Many of the restaurant patrons unaware that 
the waiter who had been off to the market at dawn to buy 
fish and vegetables, was in fact the owner!

In his seventies now, Ray still rides his bike to check the 
surf daily. His love of the ocean has not dwindled.

This story is part of a filmed interview TMWW did with 
Ray for our Collecting Memories Project. 

Ray is a gentle and charming fellow and was a delight to 
spend an afternoon with. 

Rays mother Ida, was also a keen home movie 
maker and we were able to incorporate the home 

movie home movie footage into the story we filmed 
of Ray. Part 1 of this film can be viewed on our website                                                  
https://torquayhistory.com/oral-history/           

click here to see clip H

Photo courtesy Louise Leighton

Photo courtesy Andy Berry

http://torquayhistory.com/oral-history/
https://torquayhistory.com/oral-history/
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‘COOEE’ THE HOUSE
During 1916 the Lands Department were planning to subdivide 

Taylor Park. John William Taylor led the Torquay Improvement 
Association along with the South Barwon Shire, to strongly object to 
this proposal, preferring to leave the park as a place for community 
recreation. Instead they encouraged the sale of land along the 
extension of The Esplanade, Bell Street and Park Lane which had 
already been surveyed for subdivision. The Lands Department 
reviewed their plans and agreed to leave Taylor Park for recreation, 
advertising for sale in January 1918 the land near Point Danger. 

Six lots of Crown Lands which were along Bell Street and The 
Esplanade were put up for sale by public auction, but only two 

were purchased at that time.  They were one acre blocks with an 
‘upset price’ of £25 for the corner block on Bell Street (Lot 1) and the 
adjoining Lot 2 on The Esplanade with a £20 upset price. Mrs Lillian 
Grace Watson, wife of a Highton farmer purchased both properties 
for £47 and £34 respectively. The couple had various properties in 
Torquay at the time. They purchased more blocks in this subdivision 
as they were released over the next two years.

Once located at 
6 The Esplanade, 
Torquay

Within eighteen months Lillian had built a house on 
Lot 2, later to be known as ‘Cooee’, and sold it to 

Andrew Stewart for £1100. The vacant block was also 
sold to a Geelong solicitor for £110, earning a nice profit. 
During 1922 Andrew purchased the blocks either side of 
the house and promptly built a tennis court on the Bell 
Street block.

Just after the end of the war in 1945 Herbert Wilson 
purchased the three Bell street / Esplanade corner 

blocks and called the house “Cooee”.  

Cooee, one of the early 
houses of Torquay

Photo courtesy Louise Leighton

JCHERYL BAULCHI
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George Stephen Affleck (1873 - 
1927) born at Mount Gambier to 
Clara and John Affleck. The family 
moved to Victoria shortly after his 
birth. He started out as an estate 
agent by trade, later he identified 
himself as a geologist/prospector, 
he lived in Gardenvale after his 
marriage, moving to Torquay in 
the 1920s.

keep it for special occasions. 

The ochre from the ironbark basin is a very good quality and still valued by the 
members of the Wathaurung people today and according to Bryon, it is still 
gathered for ceremonies.

In 1909, George Stephen Affleck, a geologist and a weekend prospector who 
may have been looking for gold, found some Jarosite mineral deposits at 
the foot of the cliffs on the beach near Point Addis. He discovered jarosite 
rich beds up to 3 meters thick and some three kilometres long in the rocky 
outcrops of the cliffs. 

Affleck saw the possibilities of using this material. By 1922 he had teamed 
up with financier, Archibald Victor Nobelius and a consulting chemist, David 
Avery who had experience with mining and development companies. The 
men formed a company called Jarosite Products Limited, leased 223 acres of 
land from the Crown with the intent of mining an immense deposit of double 
sulphate Jarosite. 

Thing’s moved slowly. A prospectus was issued and shares sold to the public. 
There was a long list of investors from the Geelong area. It was not until 1925 
that the mine site was ready to run. A lease was obtained for the crown land 

1909 1920 1925 1931

Edith Lawn’s sketch of the mine.

JAROSITE 
MINING

by Chris Barr

Tucked away between Bells Beach and Point Addis, 
the Ironbark Basin is a beautiful bushed inland 
basin that runs down to the beach. The basin is part 
of the Great Otway National Park and its shoreline 
forms part of the Point Addis Marine Park. The 
soaring orange cliffs are spectacular in the early 
morning as the rising sun hits them. Many walkers 
on the trails among the Stringybark woodlands and 
ironbark forest will spot honeyeaters, fantail finches 
and wattlebirds, as well as echidnas, kangaroos, 
wallabies and the odd snake. These days some 

deer have been spotted crossing the Point Addis 
Road. Walkers also enjoy the spectacular views 
from atop the cliffs as part of the Surf Coast Walk 
and many may be surprised to hear that in 1920, a 
busy mine was operating here, extracting jarosite 
as a source of Iron oxide pigment. I wonder how 
many walkers and surfers know the story behind 
the “old paint mine” and just exactly what went on 
during its operation. 

The traditional owners of the land are the 
Wathaurung people, and the connection to their 
ancestral land here is strong. The Wathaurung 
people have a long tradition of gathering the red 
ochre found in the basin to use for body paint 
for ceremonial dancing. Body paint has a deep 
spiritual significance for the aboriginal people 
and is an important part of their culture. Uncle 
Bryon Powell, from the Wathaurung Aboriginal 
Corporation (trading as Wadawurung) says his 
ancestors probably came across the Ochre 
supplies when they were walking across country. 
They were possibly looking for food or for wood for 
fires or spear making. They would have marked the 
site and returned for the supplies of the rich red 
ochre when it was needed. The tribe would mix the 
ochre with echidna, goanna or mutton bird fat and 

Photos Lindsay Braden © Anglesea Historical Society
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and access was only possible by turning off the Geelong 
Road and driving through John Calvert Bell’s land, roughly 
where Jarosite Road is now. 

Buildings were erected for staff and mining requirements. 
Machinery, including a 20 horsepower crusher, roasting 
ovens, settling tanks, and grinders were brought in by 
horse and cart , and a small laboratory was established.

A dam was constructed and timber supplies for fuel were 
felled from the surrounding bush. A small seam of coal 
was found nearby which would serve the needs of the 
smithing forge. A diesel generator provided electric power. 

The Jarosite Products Company aimed at manufacturing 
red oxide. Mixed with suitable drying oil the pigment was 
the basis of a rust red paint, which was used to protect 
galvanized iron roofing and also to paint rolling stock of 
the states railways. It was also in demand for colouring 
cement work, pottery and floor products. The mine 
was also expected to produce supplies of sulphuric 
acid, sulphate of iron and potassium sulphate fertilizer, 
although the production of these products seemed very 
speculative. The lease of the land included the rights to 
any shale oil that may be found.

The jarosite was mined from near to the cliffs. By 1926 the 
company had installed a tramline from the beach, up a 
steep incline, to the plant atop the cliffs. A trolley, hauled by 
winch and cable was horse powered, and travelled along 
the tramline to the three-sectioned mine building. Here 
the raw material was crushed, roasted in a special oven, 
then filtered after being washed in water from the dam. 
It was then dried to a powdered form. This was loaded 
onto a horse drawn wagon and hauled from the gully to a 
loading ramp at the corner of Jarosite and Geelong Roads. 
From here, horse transport carried the Oxide to Geelong. 
Regardless of hearsay, sea transport was not used. 

Despite talk of lofty profit to be gained by investors in a 
very short period of operation., warning bells were ringing 
about the operation. Only seven months into 1925 a new 

plant manager advised better equipment was needed, 
and only two years later in March 1927 they reported 
the company was in fact not profitable. A parliamentary 
report at the time showed that Jarosite Products Ltd won 
only 49 tons of red oxide pigment valued at £699 and 
showed the mine was employing only 2 men. A meeting in 
November that year voted to wind up the operation and 
the liquidation was complete by 1931.

When it started its operation The Jarosite Products 
Limited was optimistic that there was strong support 
for an Australian product. It seems however in hindsight 
many things were stacked against the little company.

By the mid 1920’s the country was starting to feel the effects 
of what would become the great depression. Clients were 
only buying small amounts. Sales were reported to the 
Tramways and Country Roads Board and the Melbourne 
Steamship Company. Despite the commonly held belief 
that much of the red oxide from Jarosite went to the 
Victorian Railways there is not substantial proof that did 
in fact happen. 

Water for washing the roasted ore was vitally important 
to the operation but the water catchment was small 
and several lower than average rainfall years, and high 
evaporation, impacted the operation. Dams built into 
the clay in the area are notoriously subject to seepage. 
The directors even tried mixing the dam water with salt 
water from the ocean. Professor Ian Rae, historian and 
chemistry educator at Melbourne University maintains 
that the lack of water was the most significant factor in the 
failure of the mine. The furnaces on the site were burning 

24 hours a day, six days a week and the local coal supply 
was limited.

Another significant factor was the death of director 
George Affleck in August 1927, but probably the biggest 
contributing factor was the lack of capital. The Prospectus 
initially indicated a request for a paid-up capital of £20,000 
(40,000 shares of 10/- each). On application to buy from 
the prospectus you were required to pay only 1/6th and 
another 1/6th on issue of your successful application. The 
balance was at call. The company was not successful in 
achieving a fully subscribed offer but the operation still 
went ahead. When early success was not achieved it 
seemed investors declined to continue supporting the 
venture. 

It seems most likely too, that the output from the mine, 
though of good quality, was too small and the proposed 
by -products were very speculative and did not reach 
expectations.

It is almost 100 years since the mine at Jarosite opened in 
the Ironbark basin. The bush has regenerated but some 
relics of the plant are to be found in the scrub. There are 
remains of a possible water tank, concrete blocks and the 
raised embankment of the tramway can be recognised . 
The dam is still there though full of reeds and far from it’s 

original size. 

Many now enjoy the beautiful Koori walk through the 
basin. Most locals and visitors are largely unaware of the 
somewhat fanciful plans of a geologist, a financier and a 
chemist that was so short lived, but had the potential to 
dramatically impact our beautiful coastal environment.

Perhaps their lack of good fortune and poor planning was 
very much to the benefit of our generation. An Industrial 
development so close to our beaches would send shivers 
down our spines these days and maybe we should all 
breathe a sigh of relief for it’s failure.  

Sources:
• Braden, Lindsay, Unpublished manuscript, Anglesea 

Historical Society
• Williams, M. and Rae, Ian D. Mining and processing of 

jarosite near Torquay in the 1920s. Victorian Historical 
Journal, Vol. 68, No. 1, Apr 1997: 54-63

• Wynd, Ian, (1992) Barrabool Land of the Magpie
• Jarosite Products Limited Prospectus
• Bryon Powell, Wathaurung Aboriginal Cooperative 

(Wadda-Warrung) 
• conversation with Professor Ian Rae, Melbourne 

University

Photo Lindsay Braden © Anglesea Historical Society

Jarosite Mine area today - Photos Butch Barr

Photo Lindsay Braden © Anglesea Historical Society
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Photos courtesy Lands Department

EARLY JAN JUC 
PART 2 - THE 1940S & 50S

Elias Harding owned 186 acres from his original Mt. Pleasant Run, with 160 acres 
located south of the Great Ocean Road. Always on the lookout for a bargain Andrew 
White, in 1862, purchased Elias’ Mt. Pleasant Run and his Connewarre property 
when the Harding family moved to Ipswich, Queensland, where he continued to be 
a successful pastoralist. 

The southern 160 acres of the property changed hands a couple of times, to Robert 
Zealley and Andrew McGowan, before Andrew White acquired it again in 1873.

After Andrew White died in 1900, the beneficiaries of his estate continued grazing 
on the property. During 1920 the new Torquay Golf Club was formed laying out a 
course in front of the Palace Hotel, now the Torquay Hotel, under the jurisdiction 
of the Trustees of the Public Reserves. When they needed to expand in 1922, they 
leased land on the west side of Spring Creek from A. G. White and the other owners 
for £20. The east side of the Spring Creek stayed as the first hole with the other eight 
holes laid out by George Lowe, club professional at Barwon Heads. Eventually the 
Golf Club purchased the land from the White family for a peppercorn price.

1862

1920

1950

In January 1929, John Edward (Ted) Charles, Torquay 
dairyman, purchased the remaining 130 acres from the 
southern section of the Mt. Pleasant Run for £1,916-13-4 
where he farmed his cows which were sometimes known 
to roam onto the golf course and leave deposits!

After the war Torquay started to grow as did the golf 
club. In 1948 the enterprising golf club committee led 
by President Fred Vary, approached Ted Charles to 
purchase additional land to create an 18 Hole course. 
Unfortunately, he would only sell the whole 130 acres 
which was well beyond the golf club budget and their 
need. The golf club constitution prevented the club 
from land dealings, consequently, five men from the golf 
club formed a syndicate, independent of the golf club, 
called the Torquay Golf Estate Syndicate with Frederick 
Vary the trustee. Other members were Laurie Dean, 
Harold Humphrey, Milton Rowe, Rupert Weaver. This 
syndicate in 1949 purchased 68.125 acres (£3100) and 
in 1950 the golf club purchased 61.25 acres (£1500) from 
John Edward (Ted) Charles situated to the west of the 
established golf club and east of Duffield Road.   Eight 
months after their purchase, the Golf Club sold five .75 
acre lots on Anglesea Road for £300, per block with the 
result that the club acquired their land virtually without 
cost.

The Torquay Golf Estate Syndicate land was subdivided 
into 265 lots with green space reserves. The lots were 

sold through a ballot process. Anybody interested 
in purchasing a block of land would forward their 
application and the purchase money of twenty pounds 
per lot, to Laurie Dean acting on behalf of the syndicate. 

The successful purchaser of each lot was determined 
by a ballot held on December 4, 1948. Those successful 
were sent a notice signed by Frederic Vary of Torquay 
on behalf of the Torquay Golf Estate Syndicate. Each 
purchaser was requested to sign and return the 
acknowledgement and acceptance of their allocation. 
Once the acknowledgement was received, the Syndicate 
transferred the title under the Transfer of Land Act and 
lodged the Plan of Subdivision with the Titles Office.

H. W. Patten built the first house on Lot 17 in early 1950. 

Jan Juc 1950 Jan Juc 1964

by Cheryl Baulch
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Streets of the subdivision were named after UK golf 
courses, four of them are the oldest 18 Hole courses in 
Scotland.

1. HOYLAKE AVENUE – The course, opened in 1869, 
was on and around the racecourse of the Liverpool Hunt 
Club. Luckily for the Royal Liverpool golfers, they only had 
to share their course with the horses for the first seven 
years until 1876 when racing ceased. 

2. ST. ANDREWS DRIVE – is one of the oldest golf 
courses in the world and the oldest 18-hole course in 
Scotland. Although its golf beginnings go back to 1552 
with 12 initial holes, it was in 1857 that the eighteen holes 
were developed. 

3. SUNNINGDALE AVENUE - Sunningdale golf 
club with its Old golf course, is one of the British most 
aesthetically pleasant inland golf courses. Built by Willie 
Park Junior it was opened for use in 1901 becoming 
known as ‘the Other Old’ after the opening of New Course 
in 1923. Lined with pine and oak trees, it is a magnificent 
golf course to play on and hosted many qualifying events 
for the Open. 

4. PRESTWICK AVENUE – established in 1851 initially 
with 12 holes the club developed 18 holes in 1882 making 
it one of the oldest eighteen-hole golf courses in Scotland. 

5. MUIRFIELD AVENUE - Golf was first played at 
Muirfield in 1891 on 16 holes which was extended to 18 
holes for the Open the following year. Muirfield hosted 
the first Open Championship to be played over 72 holes 
in 1892.  

6. DEAL AVENUE – The Royal Cinque Ports Golf Club is 
traditionally laid out on a narrow stretch of land extending 

to Sandwich Bay, Kent UK. The establishment of the Club 
began in 1892 with the course at Deal beginning in 1892 
as a 9-hole layout, having the same greens on the 1st, 2nd 
and 3rd as exist today. 

7. CARNARVON AVENUE – Carnarvon was a former 
county in Wales, UK, located on the north-western border 
of Wales. In all probability, golf was first played on Welsh 
soil when three enthusiastic Scotsmen laid out a few 
roughly made holes on a spur of land known as the Morfa 
in 1869. It was not until 1875 that a group of members 
from the Royal Liverpool Golf Club realised the full 
potential of the area and had a professionally-designed 
12-hole course laid out. In 1895 the course was extended 
to 18 holes. 

8. SANDWICH AVENUE – Sandwich is a town in 
southern England and home to the Royal St. George’s 
Golf Club. Founded in 1887 and intended by its founder, 
Dr William Purves to be a rival to St Andrew’s in the South 
of England, St George’s is consistently ranked amongst 
the leading courses in the world. 

9. TROON AVENUE - The club, which now has a total of 
45 holes, was founded 138 years ago in 1878, initially with 
five holes. 

10. CARNOUSTIE AVE - The game of golf has been 
played in Carnoustie for well over four centuries. The first 
indication that the game was being played in the Angus 
town, can be found in the Parish Records of 1560 when 
the game of ‘gowff’ was mentioned, and there is every 
indication that the game has played an important part 
in the town’s life ever since. By 1839 the Carnoustie Golf 
Club had been formed, making it the oldest artisan club in 
the world. 

TORQUAY MUSEUM WITHOUT WALLS & 
U3A SURFCOAST

A distant grief
Mourning lost loved ones in the Great 

War: war graves, cemeteries and distance

A talk by Bart Ziino

18th July, 2017 at 1.30 pm 
Lions Village, 

12-16 Kooringa Place, 
Torquay

ADMISSION FREE

What happened to the sixty thousand Australians who died in the First World War?  Their bodies 
did not come home to those who loved them.  They were buried-if they were buried at all-on 
battlefields half a world away.  Australia and New Zealand were the countries farthest from the 
fighting fronts of Europe, and this presentation asks: how did people in Australia attempt to 
come to terms with death under these conditions?  Bart Ziino investigates the stories of those 
who lost their loved ones, how officials and others attempted to care for the dead in the absence 
of families, and how mourners themselves attempted to bring the dead home symbolically 
where they could not do so bodily.  It is a story about how people maintained relationships with 
last resting places that they knew they would never actually see.

Jan Juc 1960s

To r q u a y
M U S E U M
W i t h o u t  Wa l l s
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PURSUIT 
TO THE  
HINDENBURG 
LINE

As the European spring of 1917 blossomed, so did hopes for 
Allied success on the Western Front.

Optimism was in the air because, in late February, the Germans, 
battered after the battles of the Somme in 1916, decided to 
withdraw to the Hindenburg Line, Germany’s main line of defence. 
It was a formidable, highly fortified system of villages, trenches, 
barbed wire and machine guns.

As the Germans retreated, they destroyed everything in their 
path and left strong rear-guards to delay the allies’ advance. The 
Australians were now faced with open warfare for the first time 
in the war. Slowly at first, and then with increasing rapidity, they 
followed the retreating Germans and captured Bapaume. Lieut. 
William Catron (Mt. Duneed) was killed in a captured German 
trench at Ligny-Thilloy near Bapaume. It is believed that a mine 
had been let off by some men in his Coy who were digging, 
clearing the trench, when they struck a concealed wire. William 
and five others were killed instantly.

The Australians made their first tilt at the Hindenburg Line on 
April 11 when they went into the Battle of Bullecourt. But with 
little support from artillery, or tanks to break down the defences, 
3000 Australians were killed or injured and 1000 were taken 
prisoner in a crushing defeat. Included in the deaths that day 
were Alfred Ernest Green (Deans Marsh), Charles Leslie Wallace 
Anderson (Ceres) and Sydney Gordon Challis (Connewarre).

‘WE 
REMEMBER’

AWM E00371

Attack and counter attack followed before the allies finally 
broke through and took Bullecourt on May 17, again with 
heavy Australian causalities, including Henry Donald 
McLean ( Jan Juc), Alfred Corke (Barrabool) and George 
Thomas Clark (Wensleydale).

The allied campaign for the rest of the year focused on a 
major offensive near Ypres in Flanders (Belgium). The aim 
was to roll back the German line and occupy the coast.

Battles at Messines, Menin Road, Polygon Wood and 
Broodseinde between June and October were ultimately 
successful but heavy causalities were suffered. Heavy 
rain again hampered the Allies’ ability to attack and to be 
supplied and it delayed vital artillery support too far to 
the rear.

During these remorseless battles the Australians, New 
Zealanders and Canadians distinguished themselves as 
tenacious and formidable fighters. Captain Joe Catron 
(Mt. Duneed), who had been wounded at Gallipoli, was at 
Polygon Wood when he was recognised for his bravery. 
The London Gazette extract stated that he was “Awarded 
the Military Cross for conspicuous gallantry and devotion 

to duty in leading his Company to the final objective in the 
attack. He showed great skill in selecting positions and 
encouraged the men under heavy shell fire. The success 
of the operations was in a great measure due to his 
courage and initiative.” 

Joe was gassed during the October campaigns and 
resigned from the AIF during November to take up a 
commission with the Imperial Army in India where he 
served for two years. He was wounded once again during 
combat in Palestine before returning to Australia in 1922 
when his wife became ill.  

Source: Richard Pelvin (2008) Anzac, An Illustrated History

CATRON BROTHERS
Lt. William Catron and his brother Captain Joe 
Catron were students at the Mt Duneed school 
where their father William taught for five 
years (1900-1905). William was teaching at the 
Humffray Street State School in Ballarat East 
when his sons enlisted in the AIF. 

The Catron’s were a teaching family. William Snr’s  
two brothers and a sister were teachers, as were 
his sons at some stage of their lives. 

William Catron Jnr. was 
a married man with one 
daughter, living in Coburg 
when he enlisted in the AIF 
as a Lieutenant. Born in 
1886 while his father was 
teaching in Omeo, he began 

his working life in 1908 as a teacher in Geelong, 
but resigned in 1912 to take up a position as a 
warder at Pentridge Prison.

Joe Catron was born in 
Kilmore in 1891. He was 
a single man, living in 
Melbourne and working as 
a traveller for Bright and 
Hitchcock, (Geelong drapers), 

tailoring department when he enlisted. His 
military career started as a cadet in Geelong. 
Before enlisting he was a lieutenant of the 70th 
Infantry Brigade in Geelong and in charge of 
sentries on duty at the Melbourne Treasury and 
the ammunition works, Footscray.

AWM E00456

AWM E00440

by Cheryl Baulch
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As early as 1904 a Torquay football team played competition 
football against teams from Jan Juc, Germantown 
(Grovedale), Connewarre and Freshwater Creek. Players 
mentioned as best players for the team included Austin, 
Brown, Hunter, Parker, Smith and F. Baensch. These games 
appeared to stop after the 1910 season and were revived 
again after WW1 in 1920. 

A new Torquay Football Club, was formed with the colours 
of blue and white, to compete in this 1920 competition. 
P. Tuck was the captain. At the end of this first season 
Basil Drayton donated gold medals to be awarded for the 
‘best improved player’. The award was shared between A. 
Duffield and Con Grossman. There was also a gold medal 
for the ‘best and most consistent man’ in the Torquay Club 
which was presented to Powell Baensch.  

The first season of the new Association was not without 
controversy. A meeting of the team delegates (Torquay 
didn’t attend) addressed the claim of the Connewarre club 
that their match against Torquay be declared a draw and 
not a win by one point for Torquay. The meeting heard 
that there were some irregularities by the central umpire 
during the match and he failed to report the result of the 

match. There were also inconsistencies between the time 
keeper and the Connewarre goal umpire. The Torquay 
goal umpire’s score card was not produced by the central 
umpire. The outcome of the delegates meeting was that 
the game was declared ‘null and void’ and the teams were 
ordered to replay the game. 

The Great Depression of the 1930s was a time of extreme 
hardship for people in Australia. The local farmers 
were severely affected when primary products suffered 
significantly from the collapse in international demand. 
Consequently, like many other activities during this time, 
the club ceased to 
exist and reformed in 
1951 to play their first 
season in 1952 under 
the guidance of George 
McCartney. The club 
entered the Geelong 
and District Football 
League playing in the 
Jarman Cup.

Viv Berryman, was the 

THE EARLY YEARS

last coach from that period. Second hand jumpers were 
donated by the Richmond Football Club, and hence the 
club became known as the Torquay Tigers.  

The first under 15s 
team was formed 
the following year 
and played in yellow 
windcheaters with a 
Superman motif on the 
front! This team trained 
on a reserve at the end 
of Gilbert Street and 
was coached by George 
McCartney.  

Early competitions were played on the oval which is now 
the camping ground, with teams changing at the hotel 
across the road. While the clubrooms were built in 1959, 
games were played at Spittle’s paddock (near McDonalds) 
with players using the garage behind the wine shop (now a 
fruit shop, before the recent fire!) as changing rooms.

Playing in the Jarman Cup Competition Torquay won its 

first flag in 1960. The Bellarine Football League was formed 
in 1971 with both Seniors and Reserves winning flags. Six 
other senior flags have been won since and over 24 other 
team premierships. George McCartney, Laurie Nairn, Lester 
Edwards and others pushed for a better oval, resulting in a 
new complex built by South Barwon Shire in the late 1970s 
and in 1984 flood lighting was installed. 

At the end of each season from 1952 until 1990, the senior 
team ‘Best & Fairest’ player was awarded the ‘Peter Burns 
Cup’. The ‘Cup’ was donated by Joe Walker in memory of 
Peter Burns, his friend and Geelong Football Club legend, 
who died in 1952.

The Club has grown considerably, especially in recent times, 
and now fields sides in the Bellarine Football League, the 
Geelong Junior Football League and the YMCA competition, 
as well as the very important introductory Auskick football 
program.  

Sources:
  Geelong Advertiser
  https://torquaytigers.com/about-us/our-history/
  Pescott, John (1985) South Barwon 1857-1985

Photos courtesy Torquay Football Club

TORQUAY FOOTBALL CLUB
FIRST XVIII RUNNERS-UP 1920

Supporters Back row: E Bone, G Hooper, T Pescud, A Smith, B Bubbs, W Little, J Pescud
Players Back row: C Grossman, E Robinson, E McPhee, W Helps, A Duffield, E Duffield
Centre row: V Rosser, McLean, R Mockridge, P Baensch (Capt.), A Wilson, R Voss, R Smith
Front row: A Hunter, F Baensch, Duffield, F Payne

Photo taken at Corio Oval, East Geelong

TORQUAY 
FOOTBALL

JCHERYL BAULCHI



Page 23 | Page 22 | 

PETER 
BURNS
BORN      January 5, 1866

DIED        October 11, 1952

PLAYED  1892-96 (VFA); 
                 1897-1902 (VFL)

Member of the Australian Football 
Hall of Fame.

Born on 5th January, 1866 at Steiglitz, Victoria, Peter 
began his senior football career as a 16 year-old with 
Ballarat Imperial in 1882. He transferred to South 
Melbourne three years later. During seven seasons 
with that club, he earned selection in the 1885, 
1888, 1889 and 1890 Victorian Football Association 
Premiership teams. Historian Mark Pennings has 
described him as “arguably the best player of the 
[19th] century”.

Mark Pennings goes on to write that Burns was 
inspired to become a footballer after seeing Geelong 
great Jimmy Wilson play in Ballarat in 1882, and 
shortly afterwards joined Ballarat Imperial. He was 
a young star there when he was enticed to South 
Melbourne at the age of 19 and joined the club’s 
tour of Adelaide in June 1885. He was all set to join 
Essendon, but on the way to the capital by train 
some South officials jumped into Burns carriage 
a couple of stops before he was due to meet the 
Essendon committee. By the time he arrived at his 
destination he was a South Melbourne player. His 
place on the tour of Adelaide and a job offer (he was 

FLASHBACK

a boilermaker) likely sealed the deal. Burns talent soon 
became evident in his first season, and when his team 
was in trouble against Fitzroy late in the 1885 season “The 
irresistible Burns, who has rendered signal service to 
South Melbourne since he joined the club in June, quickly 
came to the rescue, however, and by an exceptionally 
brilliant effort equalized matters to the great relief of a 
host of rosette adorned South Melbourne “barrackers”.’ 
(Leader, September 26, 1885). Burns’ decision to join 
South paid immediate dividends in 1885 when he became 
a premiership player in his first season at the club. Burns 
would add three more premierships to his belt by the 
time he transferred to Geelong in 1892 after securing a 
job as a ground curator.

At the beginning of the 1892 season he moved to the 
Geelong region and joined the local club. Being 185cm 
tall and weighing 82kg, he was outstanding in almost 
any position on the field. His performances at full-back 
and as a follower were brilliant. He possessed a strong 
physique, great skill and dash, and always strived to play 
within the rules. He staved off opposition attacks most 
effectively and was a fine high mark, a great kick and a 
smart ball handler. He loved to make attacking runs out of 
the back line. As a fitness fanatic, he regularly engaged in 
early-morning long walks which often included a plunge 
into Corio Bay. During his illustrious career, he made 
several appearances for VFA representative teams in 
inter-colonial matches. During his 21 playing seasons, he 
became the first man in Victoria to participate in at least 

300 games. Known universally as ‘Peter the Great’, his 
retirement was forced by a serious leg injury when aged 
36.

Immediately after retiring as a player, he became the 
club’s official timekeeper, a position he held until the 
end of the 1941 season. During that period, he moved 
to Torquay, kept track of time and rang the bell in almost 
700 matches.

For a total of 13 seasons between 1894 and 1927, he was 
also a member of the club selection committee.

He died at his Williamstown home on 11th October 1952, 
aged 86.

Geelong Football Club Career

First senior match at Association level: Round 2, 1892 v 
Williamstown at the Williamstown Cricket Ground 

First senior match at League level: Round 1, 1897 v 
Essendon at Corio Oval

Career span at Association level: 1892-96 (88 matches, 27 
goals)

Career span at League level: 1897-1902 (89 matches, 7 
goals)

Captain: 1896, 1900 (35 matches) 

Last League match: Round 8, 1902 v Carlton at Corio Oval  

Contributed by Col Hutchinson

AFL Statistics & History Consultant

Photos courtesy Geelong Football 
Club
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Contributed by Gwen Threlfall

Mt. Duneed History Group

A subgroup of the Mount Duneed Progress Association

History meetings are at 7:30 pm on the first Thursday of February, April, 
June, August, October and December.

http://mdpa.weebly.com/blog

Jane Walker came to live at Calder Park, Mount Duneed with her family in 1902. 
They stayed until 1908. When being sold by a previous owner in 1878 Calder 
Park was described in the Geelong Advertiser as “having one of the grandest 
views to be obtained anywhere in the colony. The house was substantially built 
of blue stone, with wide verandas on all sides, and contained 8 rooms and 
entrance hall, all finished and fitted in a very superior manner, with sideboards, 
wardrobes kitchen, servant’s rooms, bathroom, cellar and pantries. The out-
buildings comprise excellent stabling, coach-house, harness-room, barn and 
cowhouse. The garden and grounds are well and tastefully laid out and planted 
with the best trees, all in good growth. The land, comprising an area of about 
75 acres of excellent quality, is subdivided into 5 paddocks, all of which are 
separately watered. Beautifully grown Acacia hedges surround and divide the 
whole property”. In 1881, it was again offered for sale. It was then described as 
a twelve-roomed house.

Jane was the daughter of John Clydesdale and Ann née 
Marshall. She married William Walker on 2 September 1874. 
They had 6 children:
Minnie May (1875), Elizabeth Jane (1878), Eleanor (1881), Lily 
Lillian (1882), Walter William (1884), Lydia (1886)

William Walker arrived in Geelong in 1849. He owned “Bay View” stables in 
Corio Terrace next to the Geelong Coffee Palace. He had stabling for 80 horses. 
Wedding carriages, four-in-hand wagons, single and double buggies and dog 
carts could be hired with a competent steady driver. He also had a bus line to 
North Geelong.

In 1895, he built substantial bluestone stables at 327 
Shannon Avenue, Newtown, on the corner of Leslie 
Street, providing accommodation for eleven horses. He 
was reputed to have used stone from Foster Fyans old 
house “Balyang” near Princes Bridge. He acquired a bus 
from Cardiff which he called the Sunbeam. On the first 
day that the Sunbeam was in service it was drawn by four 
grey horses. St Augustine’s Orphanage Band was taken to 
town and back to the terminus, on the corner of Aphrasia 
Street and Shannon Avenue, playing music as it went. He 
continued to run his bus service until November 1901. 
Jane died on 1 June 1919 aged 75 years and was buried 
at the Geelong Eastern Cemetery. William who died in 
September 1922 was buried with her.

Jane’s first marriage ended tragically. She had married 
John Slann Kishere, a native of Mortlake, Surrey in England,  
on 23 July 1859. They had 5 children:
William John (1861), Mary Ann (1863), Henrietta Emily 
(1865), Edward Slann (1872), Robert Joseph (1867)

In the early morning, just before daybreak on 10 December 
1871 John attempted to murder his whole family before 
committing suicide. They lived in a white painted brick 
cottage on the western side of the road leading to the 
Western Cemetery (now Minerva Road) in Herne Hill. Five 
weeks earlier John had retired as publican at the Balmoral 
Hotel at Fyansford. He was said to have been addicted to 
drink for the previous year. 

Jane woke up on the fateful morning after John had stabbed 
her in the back with a knife and smashed her head open 
with a tomahawk. She would have been killed if she had 
not managed to escape. John then cut his throat. It was 
thought he was then going into the children’s room where 
they were sleeping, presumably to murder them when he 
fell down dead. The children called the neighbours. Jane 
was in a critical condition. In an inquest held before Dr 
Foster Shaw, several witnesses commented on Kishere’s 
drinking and despondent behaviour. He had suffered from 
delirium tremens some years previously through drink 
and would sometimes drink a bottle of liquor at once. Dr 
William Shaw deposed that he had been treating Kishere 
for two years and had warned Jane not to keep weapons 
within his reach. A letter was handed in, believed to have 
been written by the deceased but it could not be read. 
The jury returned a verdict that the deceased committed 
suicide while suffering from temporary insanity.   

William Walker’s stables in Leslie Street, Newtown which were close 
to the bus terminus in Aphrasia Street.

The St Augustine’s band atop the Sunbeam bus at the terminus

William Walker’

MOUNT DUNEED

JANE 
WALKER



Page 27 | Page 26 | 

TOWN TALK
SHOUTS & MURMURS 
IN THE GEELONG ADVERTISER

TORQUAY

CO
N

N
EW

A
RR

E

MT. DUNEED

JAN JUC
Soon after his arrival in Geelong as 
superintendent of the East Geelong Methodist 
Church the Rev. Joseph Snell, of Yarra street, 
drew up a scheme so that all expenses in 
connection with the working of the circuit 
could be easily met; it was adopted by the 
quarterly meeting, and representatives of the 
different churches. Some of the out-places 
found it difficult to meet their liabilities, Jan Juc 
was one of these. This was a source of worry 
to the superintendent and others in charge 
of finances. He was asked to raise about 11/- 
per service; its previous collections averaged 
3/-. Members took the matter up warmly, and 
received encouragement from the Rev. Mr. 
Snell. On Sunday, when he preached at Jan 
Juc, the church was full, and the collection 
totaled 16/-. Mr. W. R. Anderson jun., one of 
the circuit stewards, who motored Mr. Snell 
out, was greatly pleased with the congregation 
and the collection. 23/9/1919

The children of the Church of England 
School, Connewarre, under the care of Mr 
Thomas Tweedy Todd, were entertained 
yesterday with a cold collation in their 
school house situated in Stretton Park, 
Connewarre, on the estate of Mr Andrew 
White. The number entertained amounted 
to some fifty odd, and the children 
appeared excessively delighted with the 
good things set before them, consisting of 
fowls, tongues, beef and hams, with a glass 
of Mr. Andreski’s colonial wine, which good 
cheer was handsomely presented to the 
master and mistress, by the Chairman and 
Committee of the Connewarre Ploughing 
Match, which took place on the preceding 
day.  20/6/1863

Quite a novel sight was experienced here on Monday afternoon when 
the driver of a motor taxi-cab ventured to take a trip along the beach. 
After going a short distance the taxi refused to go any further and 
the more they tried the deeper it sank into the sand. After spending 
much time to shift it, and of no avail, the driver found it necessary to 
obtain assistance from Coombs and Gugger’s farm by the aid of two 
Clydesdale horses and Mr. Alf Gugger went down to the beach with 
tackling for the occasion. On arrival, there it was found that the tide 
was rising very fast; to secure the ropes to the taxi it was found that 
the water was up to the waist. In sailor-like fashion Alf soon attached 
the ropes: at first the horses were afraid of the water, but after a little 
persuasion the driver of the taxi set the machine in motion, and Alf, 
with his Punch and Doll, soon brought the taxi out. Then all hands 
mounted the taxi, and a very novel sight was witnessed – travelling 
round until they reached the hot water depot whence the taxi was 
able to proceed alone. The driver of the taxi showed his gratefulness 
in a very practical way. 30/1/1913

BREAM CREEK

EVERY PICTURE
TELLS A STORY

Do you have a favourite image you would like to share with our readers?  We would love to hear from you.
Email a high quality scan and the history behind the picture to tmuseumwithoutwalls@gmail.com and we 
will publish it here.   If you don’t have a scanner, let us know and we will visit with a scanner to help you.

1949

The 2017 AFL Women's season was the first season of the elite women's Australian rules football competition. Eight 
teams competed in the league, all of which are associated with existing Australian Football League (AFL) clubs. There were 
clubs and competition for Womens Football going back over 60 years ago. 

The women took time out from their basketball (now known as netball) competition to represent Deer Park ICI in footy. 
It is one of my favourite photos of my sister, Maureen Turner sitting on the left, with one of her Footscray Football Club 
(Bulldogs) heroes standing behind her.

Donated by Barb Stevens

The Deer Park ICI Women’s Football Team 1949, umpire Charlie Sutton.

We have now published two protests against the erection of a’ 
breakwater across Bream Creek, and we quite agree with our 
correspondents that if such a course is adopted, the inhabitants 
of Geelong and district will not only be deprived of their most 
convenient and attractive fishing ground, but also of the profits 
accruing from the visits of Melbourne anglers, who, in order to 
realise what a good day’s fishing in Bream Creek is like, must spend 
one night and perhaps two in Geelong, and this they cannot do 
without increasing to some extent, the circulating medium.
It was only during the early part of the present season that Bream 
Creek began to be popular with the Melbourne disciples of the 
rod and line, several large parties of whom visited the stream 
and expressed themselves as delighted, not only with the sport 
obtained, but also with the romantic scenery and the excellent sites 
to be obtained near the fishing for camping grounds.   26/4/1869

In the Legislative Assembly: Mails from Geelong.
Mr Cummins gave notice on Friday to ask if it was the intention 
to establish a daily mail run between Geelong and Duneed and 
Drysdale, and if not, why?  7/11/1861
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