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Torquay Museum Without Walls is 
a proud volunteer-run organization. 
In publishing History Matters 
our volunteers do everything 
from research, writing, editing, 
photography, and page layouts. Each 
edition also includes contributions 
of stories and photography from 
supporters of our work.

We are very grateful for  the 
support of our  sponsors identified 
opposite and those  who contribute 
in any way to the magazine.

Volunteers play an important role in 
the operation of our history group, 
working in a variety of areas including 
research, filing, data entry, collections 
management, photography and 
working with community groups.

VOLUNTEER WITH US: We 
welcome new people and you don’t 
have to be an expert in history. A 
friendly attitude and willingness to 
join in are all you need.
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GEORGE MCCARTNEY

BY 

GEORGE!

One of our aims when we started “History Matters “ was to share the sto-
ries of earlier days of our town and the people who worked hard to create 
our wonderful community. We want to introduce you to some of our “Town 
Characters”.  There are few people who have demonstrated a bigger com-

mitment to the community of Torquay than George McCartney. 

George was born in 1903 in Carlton. His family moved 
shortly afterwards to Gunnedah in New South Wales, 
and eventually settled in Creighton’s Creek near Euroa in 
1913. George’s education began at his father’s side. Arthur 
McCartney was a hard working pioneer, he was a bullock 
driver and carted logs on his dray from the great forests 
around Euroa to the timber mills. George would travel the 
roads with his father and gained a great love of the bush, 
its people, its stories and the outback life.

In 1913 George, then aged 10 began some formal 
schooling. He whisked through his classes and only three 
years later completed eighth grade and gained his Merit 
Certificate. 

George was a bit of a “Jack of all trades” when he left school. 
He learnt to do french polishing under the eye of the local 
funeral director, in Euroa, Mr Diggal who had the wonderful 
marketing byline “If you cease to wriggle call for Diggal”. 
George found extra work driving the horse drawn hearse, 
which doubled as the local taxi.

In 1921 George moved to Geelong to work as a builder, with 
his cousin, Vic McCartney. He also began an architectural 
course at the Gordon Institute. It was while he was in 
Geelong that George paid his first visit to Torquay. The 
boys would travel down on weekends to enjoy the beach.

George returned to Euroa and met and married Joan in 
Benalla in 1936. George put his building skills to good use 
building a home for his mother and a number of houses 
in the area. In the years leading up to World War II George 
moved his young family to Maffra where he had a contract 
for a building used in the war effort. He lived in a caravan 

with Joan and his little daughter Dawn, for the duration of 
the build.

In 1951 seeking better educational opportunities for 
his four children Joan and George decided to move the 
family to Geelong. He worked with his cousin, building kit 
homes and at the same time building the family a home 
in Belmont. George negotiated to rent a house in Gilbert 
Street while they waited and managed to make his first 
purchase of land in Torquay at the eastern end of Gilbert 
street planning to build some shops there one day. The 
girls Dawn and Helen went to school in Geelong and the 

boys, Graeme and Ray, started at Torquay State School. 
George had his new home in Geelong ready in 6 months 
but when he announced to the family it was time to move 
he faced a revolt. His daughter, Dawn, said the children 
loved their life in Torquay and were country kids at heart 
and did not want to go to the city. In the space of a week, he 
moved one of his kits homes to the back of the block and 
moved his family in. So began a family connection in Gilbert 
Street that endures to this day. 

George built three shops in front of his house, a hardware 
store, a cake shop and a fruit shop. He built a big rumpus 
room that joined the shops to the house and this was a 
place of much fun for the family. He also built a timber yard 
on Cliff Street, which was later run by his daughter Helen 
and husband Des Hunter.

George had served the football club in Benalla as 
Chairman of the Management Committee, as a trustee and 
committeeman for many years. For his work George was 
awarded a life membership of the club; so it was a natural 
thing that he got involved with the Torquay Football club 
when he settled here. The club which first played games 
as early as 1904 had fallen victim to the great depression 
of the 30’s and the dark days of the war period and had 
ceased to exist. George led a drive to reform in 1951. In 
1952 the first under 15’s team was formed with George as 
the coach. They played in yellow jumpers and trained on a 
reserve at the end of Gilbert Street.

George remained involved with the Football club for many 
years both on the committee and as President. He was 
instrumental is relocating the playing oval to Spring Creek 
Reserve resulting in that oval being named after him.  
There was once a set of gates with a “George McCartney 
Oval “sign over it that sadly went missing some years back. 
I know there is a move afoot to have it replaced. Lets hope 

J CHRIS BARR I

Arthur McCartney’s team of horses and wagon photographed in 
Brock Street Euroa in 1910
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we see them back where they belong soon. George was 
the first life member of the Torquay Football club. George 
went on to become the first full time real estate agent in 
town. The business he started still remains in operation 
and generations of McCartney’s have continued to work 
there.

George had a special interest in providing opportunities for 
the young people in town and was one of the instigators of 
the first Youth Club in town in the 50’s. They would meet in 
the back room of Doc Hughes old shop on the Esplanade. 

George sat on the executive Committee of the Geelong 
Regional Tourism Authority and the executive of the 
Decentralization and Development Association of Victoria. 
He also served on the Torquay School Committee. When 
his son Ray, out adventuring with his mates, fell in the cess 
pond out at Grasstree Park, George decided it was time that 
something was to be done about the sanitation of Torquay; 
he joined the management of the Barwon Heads Sewerage 
authority. He lobbied hard to have the town connected to 

the Black Rock treatment plant and when this went ahead 
the road connecting Black Rock to Torquay was opened up, 
the bridge over Bream Creek was named in his honour. 
You might see a small plaque on it next time you drive over.

George was always pushing for the betterment of Torquay. 
As the town’s Justice of the Peace, he was present at the 
celebrations to open the newly built Police station in Price 
Street in March 1961. He served on the South Barwon City 
Council from 1968-1976, and was a foundation member 
of the Torquay Senior Citizens Club and a member of he 
Torquay Improvement Association in the 1950’s and 60’s.

In 1975 George moved out to a small farm at Bellbrae and 
spent his retirement collecting and restoring buggies for 
his carriage Museum.

George passed away in 2002 in his 100th year.

His community service to our town was broad. 

Photos McCartney Family Collection
- Dawn Graham
- Kathyrn Graham
- Graeme McCartney



Page 9 | Page 8 | Page 9 | Page 8 | 

(south of Anderson Street) numbered 66, reserved 
for the development of a town centre. 

It was not long before the Crown further surveyed 
the large sections, breaking them down to smaller 
allotments to sell. By the mid-1860s, Section 65 
(north of Anderson Street) had been subdivided 
into 25 allotments. Section 66 (south of Anderson 
Street) township had also been surveyed and 
subdivided into nine sections. Most of these 
sections had ten allotments. Today we know this 
area as old Torquay.

What we found is that it was 1866 when the first 
land sales occurred.

On 31st December 1866 the Crown Lands 
Department put up for sale by public auction at 
J. G. Carr’s auction rooms town and suburban 
lots at Puebla for the very first time. The 40 town 
allotments and the 25 ‘suburban lots’ (north of 
Anderson Street) of 4 – 20 acres were not popular 
at the time. Only five people purchased land in the 
township - : 

Maria Goodall (the SE corner of Pride and 
Anderson Streets); 

H. B. Moore (next door on the corner of Anderson 
Street and The Esplanade);

Richard Heath (south corner Price Street and The 
Esplanade)

F. E. Gilbert (NW corner Bell Street and The 
Esplanade)

John McKenzie (two allotments on the north 
side of Bell street between Munday and Pride 
Streets) 

Further north of the town (Anderson Street) was 
called the ‘suburb of Torquay’. Land was released 
that same year. Seeing an opportunity, Frank 
Gilbert also purchased two suburban allotments 
along with Andrew White (9 allotments) and James 
Noble (1 allotment). James Follett purchased seven 
of the remaining allotments, totalling 86 acres, 
(between Beach and Darian Roads) ten years later. 
Five of those unsold allotments were never put up 
for sale again and would become Taylor Park years 
later.

Six months after his purchase, Frank Gilbert sold 
one of his suburban lots to the headmaster of 
Geelong Grammar School, John Bracebridge 
Wilson. John held the investment property for 
many years before he subdivided it into 22 lots on 
either side of a road he created in the subdivision 
and called Gilbert Street. When first advertised in 
1895 as Torquay Estate, Inez Shorter purchased 
the first lot located on the southern corner of 
Gilbert Street and The Esplanade. John died a few 
months after the initial sale, and over the following 
twelve years his Executors continued to sell the 
remaining lots as the Wilson’s Estate. 

first township
land sales

The more you dig, the more likely you are to find information 
that confirms or dispels earlier historical beliefs.

In the past we have found evidence to suggest that Bells 
Beach was named after William Bell who owned the 
property along that coastline in the mid 1880s.

Local historian Pescott (1985) refers to the original 
Torquay land sales in 1880, while Wynd (1986) and the TIA 
(2001) refer to the first land sales being 1886. However, 
our further digging into the archives has found a different 
story.

During the 1850s Geelong prospered as the immigrant 
diggers headed to the Central Highland goldfields through 
the town. The area was also still benefiting from the 
expanding pastoral industries. Early squatters had brought 
thousands of sheep and cattle with them and established 
profitable pastoral runs in the region. Expansion further 
south of Geelong to attract more farm development was 
a priority.

F. E. Gilbert, as the Government Surveyor, was assigned 
the Parish of Puebla to survey. In 1856 he drew the earliest 
known plan of the Torquay area which was published by 
the Crown Lands Office in 1857. 

The area was divided into large sections between around 
100 acres and just over 300 acres. There was one section 

Photo State Library Victoria
Maps Public Record Office Victoria

JCHERYL BAULCHI
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While Inez was the first to purchase property in this estate, Geelong widow Annie Millar purchased her land on the 
opposite corner a year later and quickly built her holiday home in 1896. Annie treasured her holiday home in this prime 
location but sold to John Longville Price in 1907. It is unclear whether his intention was to use the house as his own 
holiday house because he already had Broomsgrove on the corner of Price Street and Charles Lane or whether it was 
purely an investment property. Seven months after the purchase of the house John Longville Price died with his executors 
selling to Walter and Henrietta Worland of Morongo in June 1909, two months before Walter’s death. In 1918 Henrietta 
subdivided the land, selling the corner house to Ernest and Ada Taylor. Ernest was the son of John William Taylor for 
whom Taylor Park was named in his memory. The vacant block was sold five years later to Sarah Rickards. The Worland 
family story handed down to Ron Worland is that a house from across Gilbert Street was moved onto the property, but it 
is most likely that Sarah Rickards had moved the house onto the vacant block of land. 

Over time the face of Gilbert Street has changed with many local characters influencing the growth of Torquay.

Sources:
Pescott, John (1985)  South Barwon 1857 - 1985
Torquay Improvement Association (1989)  One Hundred Years.... a short history
Wynd, Ian (1992)  Barrabool: Land of the Magpie
Geelong Advertiser, 31/12/1866

Photo Keith Cecil c1907

Young 1898
Young 1898Payne 1897

Payne 

Millar 1896

Frost 1903

Galbraith 1901
Young 1907

Dr Richard Heath commenced his medical practice in 
London during 1835 but his failing health brought 

him to Victoria in 1858. He initially took up residence in 
Geelong before moving to Mount Duneed and quickly 
became involved in community affairs. He was one of 
the first Barrabool Shire councilors (1865-66). Richard 
represented West Geelong in the Legislative Assembly 
(1866-67). He is the father of respected Geelong dentist 
Richard Heath.

Dr. Heath retired to Melbourne and became Resident 
Superintendent of the Melbourne Benevolent Asylum 
where he was often in hot water because of his ‘British 
pugnacious instincts’ wrote the Geelong Advertiser.

Maria was living with her parents at Spring Vale, Puebla 
when she purchased the allotment on the corner 

of Pride and Anderson Streets. Her father John Goodall 
was an early settler who purchased his land in 1857 on 
the banks of Spring Creek at the western side of Torquay 
and raised his family of three surviving children in a three-
room weatherboard house. Maria, the eldest child married 
William Shields in 1875. The family moved to Yielima in the 
Murray Valley around 1880 after the birth of their third 
child Florence. There were another five children born at 
Yielima before Maria, and William, aged in their sixties, and 
the children moved to Western Australia between 1903 
and 1910.

After Maria died in 1912 the family kept the vacant block 
of land before selling to their neighbour Peter (Frederick) 
Iredale eight years later.

Photo Geelong Heritage Centre Photo Pauline Gowing

EARLY LAND 
OWNERS

MARIA 
GOODALL

RICHARD 
HEATH

ORIGINAL 
PURCHASERS 
OF LAND IN 

THE TORQUAY 
TOWNSHIP

JCHERYL BAULCHI
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JOHN

MACKENZIE

A prominent figure in the early life of the district was Henry Byron Moore (1839-1925). He was one of the first to own 
property in Old Torquay. A public servant and businessman, born in Surrey, England during 1839 to Frederick Farmer 

Moore and his wife Emily. They arrived at Point Henry in 1852 when Byron was just thirteen. 

H. Byron hoped to be an engraver, but at 14 he became a field-clerk and draftsman in the Survey Department at Geelong, 
where he added crescents to relieve the monotony of the town’s streets.   In 1861 he was appointed district surveyor 
before returning to England in 1862 for his health. When he returned the following year Byron was employed by the 
Lands Department working on plans, and photolithography producing many of the Land Office maps.1

In 1865 he was given charge of selection procedures in the eastern half of the colony under Grant’s Act. Early in his career 
he was also a land speculator. Torquay was on his radar when he purchased one of the half acre Crown Land allotments 
in 1866 for £4. It was located on the south corner of The Esplanade (26 & 27) and Anderson street (1). The same year he 
was appointed land commissioner in Gippsland and by 1878 he held the position of Surveyor General. During the clean 
out of the public service that year known as Black Wednesday, Byron was one of the officers dismissed. While many were 
badly affected by their dismissal the action provided Byron with the opportunity to pursue other ventures. Despite offers 
from other colonies, he entered business as a financial agent and broker, founding, and for many years managing, the old 
Melbourne Exchange in Collins street. He also formed the Melbourne Electric Light Company, the first of whose tasks was 
to install a lighting service in the Eastern Market. Another of his projects was the Telephone Exchange Company, which 
was bought by the Government after 10 years of successful service. It was another example to Byron’s farsightedness, 
because Melbourne had a telephone service two years earlier than London.

He was a man of culture, an accomplished pianist, organist and conductor. He was a member of the Geelong Philharmonic 
Society and was responsible for the first production in Australia of Mendelssohn’s “Elijah.” 

H. Byron Moore was also known for his philanthropy. He raised money for the Children’s Hospital from the sale of his 
musical melodies and a fairy-tale. Early in the century he wrote and published a little book of fairy stories in aid of the 
Children’s Hospital. 

On 17 June 1881 Moore became secretary of the Victoria Racing Club, retaining the post until 1925 just prior to his death. 
He saw the value of the land around the course and when the committee refused to purchase it Byron did, to later sell it 
to the committee for the purchase price. His surveying knowledge helped the club establish a world-class course. In 2010, 
Henry Byron Moore was inducted into Racing Victoria’s Hall of Fame.

1 Suzanne G. Mellor, ‘Moore, Henry Byron (1839–1925)’, Australian Dictionary of Biography, National Centre of Biography, Australian National University, http://adb.anu.edu.au/
biography/moore-henry-byron-4231/text6825, published first in hardcopy 1974, accessed online 8 May 2018

HENRY BYRON  
MOORE

Torquay was divided into the 
township area (Anderson and Bell 
streets) and the suburb (Anderson 
street and Darian  road).

John MacKenzie arrived in Australia around 1853 and 
within two years had purchased around 600 acres of 

land at Freshwater Creek naming his property Ghazeepore. 
His grazing pursuits were profitable, he also became an 
active member of the Barrabool Road Board in 1865 and 
continued in the role of shire councilor from 1865 – 1867 
when the Road Board became Barrabool Shire. He continued 
to live at Ghazeepore until the early 1900s when he retired 
to Belmont. He died in 1906 with the estate being divided 
equally amongst his children. …. Read the full story on him in 
History Matters 2017 Vol 2 No4 Issue 8

Young and single, Francis Edward (Frank) Gilbert set sail in the English summer of 1841 for Australia. His brother George 
Alexander, and his family journeyed with him aboard the barque Diamond.  Frank and George had paid their way for the 
125 day journey to Australia. 

Frank, born in Chichester, Sussex, was the fourth of ten children born to Joseph Francis Gilbert and his wife Jane (Snelling). 
Joseph had a successful career as an artist having exhibited his ‘Landscape and Figures’ at the Royal Academy in 1813, 
and occasionally exhibited in the following years. He appears to have trained both his sons in art, though they developed 
a different passion for it. George became a well-known Australian artist. Frank used his skill in teaching, then later in 
creating early maps of Victoria.

George had married rich widow Anne Brerely in 1839. The union provided opportunities for new prospects. The adventure 
that George and Frank were looking for by settling in the Port Phillip District would not have been possible without her 
capital.

Not long after arriving in the colony George Gilbert met Joseph Docker, an Oxford-educated clergyman turned squatter 
near Wangaratta. Shortly after George was appointed as his agent in Melbourne and Frank accepted the post of tutor to 
the Docker children. Frank rode back to Bontharambo with his new employer where he was to stay until 1846, when the 
children went onto school.1 

In 1843 George’s short-lived Port Phillip Magazine established him as an artist in the colony and provided him with the 
opportunity to develop a relationship with the engraver Thomas Ham who was later to be involved in the production of 
maps, banknotes and stamps for the colony. After being declared bankrupt later that year, George found a position as 
the Secretary/Librarian of the new school for boys which opened in Collins Street opposite the Mechanics’ Institute during 
1844. The school only lasted three years before closing after failing to obtain a Government land grant. George’s school 
connection provided Frank an opportunity to meet John Cotton (1802-1849), pastoralist and naturalist, of Doogallook 
Station on the Goulburn River. He had sons attending the school, and they needed alternative education. John hired Frank 
Gilbert as a resident tutor to his children. According to his 
employer, Frank was “always pleasant and bright although 
inclined to be lazy, rather greedy and appeared to be a 
communist.”2

Frank had property on the Plenty River, for which John 
Cotton proposed supplying some livestock in payment for 
board and instruction for his boys in Melbourne. The plan, 
together with the land tenure, seems to have collapsed 
with Cotton’s death in 1849. 

Frank returned to Melbourne where he married Mary 
Bruford in 1850. The creation of the new colony of 
Victoria in 1851 and the consequent extension of its 
administration was to offer new opportunities for Frank 

1 Bowman, Margaret (2014) Cultured colonists: George Alexander Gilbert and his family, settlers in Port Phillip, p10
2 ibid., p26 

FRANCIS EDWARD 
GILBERT

Photo Sharron Gawler

Photo State Library Victoria
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Gilbert who found employment in the Survey Department 
and later he was to use that experience to teach surveying 
at Geelong Grammar School. Frank and Mary initially lived 
in Melbourne before moving to Geelong in the mid-1850s. 
In 1864 Frank and Mary moved with their five children to 
Germantown renting a house from J. Sleath Hill before 
purchasing it the following year. 

Frank drew the earliest plan of the Torquay area 
in 1857 as the Government Surveyor. The area 
was divided into Sections and by the mid-1860s, 
Section 65 (north of Anderson Street) had been 
subdivided into 25 allotments. The allotments 
were purchased between 1866 and 1887. The 
largest landholder with 86 acres (From Beach 
Road to Darian Road and from The Esplanade 
to Surfcoast Highway) was James Follett. The 
remaining smaller lots south of Follett’s land had 
been acquired by Andrew White, 8 allotments 
totalling 76 acres. J Trivett, James Noble, and Frank 
Gilbert (2 lots) acquired between ten and fifteen 
acres each. 

Frank’s purchase at the first auction of land sales 
in 1866 comprised Allotments 21 and 22 in the 
area just outside the Torquay township. At the 
same time he purchased an allotment in the township – on 
the corner of The Esplanade and Bell Street.

In 1874 Frank put the family residence ‘Bexley’ up for sale 
or rent. The 162 acres had been subdivided. The house 
contained thirteen rooms. It was not sold or let, so the 

following year the brick villa residence on 80 acres of 
garden stocked with vines and fruit trees and grassland 
was auctioned not long before Frank died suddenly from 
heart disease at his Hawthorn home in 1879 at the age of 
58.

Additionally, and perhaps unexpectedly in view of John 
Cotton’s earlier denigration of his talent, Frank gained some 
local recognition as an amateur artist. Several of his pictures 
were included in the first art exhibition held in Geelong 
(1857) at the Mechanic’s Institute, and by the 1870s he was 
locally becoming ‘recognised as an accomplished artist’.3  
Also it was Frank, the younger brother, and not George, 
the professional artist, who, in 1875 presented a collective 
exhibition of work by members of the Gilbert family.

As a settler, Frank succeeded in establishing himself as a 
respected citizen of the colony. 

Today we know Allotment 21 as Gilbert Street.

3 Veronica Filmer ‘Introduction’, Painters of the Past, exhibition catalogue, 
Geelong Art Gallery, 1991, p. 8.

TORQUAY HISTORY APP
NOW AVAILABLE

THANK YOU
FOR YOUR SUPPORT.

WHEN YOU BUY OUR 

MAGAZINE, YOU ARE 

SUPPORTING our 

efforts to keep 

history alive!

Thank you for your purchase of our 
wonderful magazine. Without your support 
and that of the grants we received we could 
not have produced the Torquay History App 
and made it freely available.

We rely on our magazine sales to provide the 
revenue to maintain the Torquay History App 
and our www.torquayhistory.com website; 
as well as funding the next magazine.

Maps Public Record Office Victoria

F.E. Gilbert: Crossing Place, Bream Creek, near Geelong 1865
oil on canvas  49.0 x 63.9 cm, not signed. Dated reverse u.r., ink “1865”
Collection: Geelong Gallery
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GILBERT 
STREET

Gilbert Street has been the heart of our village for 120 years 
and I can’t help but wonder if our founding fathers ever 
thought the village would grow as it has, or that the centre 

of our town would come under such pressure. Some of our good 
people are fighting to stop a five-story height limit in Gilbert Street.  
The very thought of that would have people like Col Price, old Felix 
Rosser and James Follet turning in their graves.

Gilbert Street was first laid out in the late 1800’s.

Gilbert Street is named for F E Gilbert who was an assistant surveyor 
and cartographer to Mr A J Skene in the Geelong District.  This team 
surveyed more than 120,000 acres of land around Geelong - their 
jobs included marking roads and lines for the electric telegraph, 
setting aside reserves and areas for public purposes, mineral 

A QUICK 
LOOK 

THROUGH 
TIME

Story by Chris Barr

surveys, and they did municipal and engineering surveys 
as early as 1858. F E Gilbert’s name appears on most of the 
maps of the parishes around the district including the Bellarine 
Peninsula. Gilbert did much of the surveying work in early 
Torquay and created the first maps of the area so it seems a 
pretty fair thing that the little main 
street is named after him. F E Gilbert 
was also an early purchaser of land 
in town and clearly had an eye for a 
good bargain. I wonder how he would 
feel knowing the blocks would bring 
in a million dollars today.

Alfred Payne built a general store, 
one of the first buildings in Gilbert 
Street and in 1897 he was appointed 
Torquay’s first Postmaster and the 
mail service was transferred from the 
Palace hotel to his store. The Post 
Office moved again into Mr Drayton’s general store at the top 
end of the street and then in the 1950’s a new Post Office 
was built at the top of the street and Mrs McHenry was in 
charge. Keith Davidson who ran the ‘new’ post office for 30 
years followed her as Postmaster. Keith lived on the corner 
of the Esplanade and Anderson Street and, as everyone in 
Gilbert street closed for lunch right up to the seventies, Keith 
didn’t have far to walk home where his wife Connie had his 
hot lunch waiting.
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Photo State Library Victoria, c1936 Photo Google Maps, 2017

The Infant Welfare centre was built at the top of Gilbert 
Street and was a wonderful meeting point for all the new 
mums. The nurse would visit on a Friday and prams would 
be lined up on the veranda while the mums and babies got 
to know each other waiting their turn inside. Sister Ruth 
Hilliard became a much-loved friend to many new mums 
in the 60s and 70s. 

In the early 1900’s Mrs Henrietta Worland owned the 
beautiful house on the northern corner of Gilbert Street 
and The Esplanade (where Pond is now) It was called 
“Ocean Breeze” and was set in an acre of garden and was 
her holiday house. There were many sad faces when it was 
marked for demolition.

We have had some wonderful shopkeepers who have 
added to the fabric of Gilbert Street. Mrs Tumulty, followed 
by Sybil Stock ran the Drapery shop. Gwen and John Dukes 
had a busy greengrocery.  Mr Ian Jeffery had a fruit shop 
where the health food shop now is.  He grew almost all 
his fruit and veg’s on his farm at Bellbrae and had the 
best fresh eggs from his chooks.  Dave Berryman was 
the butcher during the 50’s and he was followed by John 
Boocock. His shop smelled of sawdust and he would reach 
over the counter with a piece of strass for the kids.

The Walkers and the McCartney’s had their spot at the 
bottom of the street.  Col Troy took over the general store 
in 1948, which for a time doubled as a bank, bus depot and 
a news agency. His son, and future surfing champ, Peter 
would sell newspapers in the camping ground in summer 

and, as a teenager, was said to have done a paper round 
and had a surf, before heading into Geelong College to 
School.

Joe Walker ran the butcher 
shop and supermarket for 
over 45 years and even when 
he retired he was familiar 
sight in the street. He lived behind the shop and loved 
nothing more than a chat with the locals as he took his 
daily stroll.  Joe always had his eye on any changes that 
were happening.

Our current news agency has been run by the Coleman’s 
for 40 years .  What changes they have seen! Gail and 
Harvey Price had a department store over the road where, 
believe it or not, some 40 years ago you could get school 
clothes, gum boots, ladies bathers and a full range of 
knitting wool.  - I don’t think you can get many of these 
items in town today.

At Christmas time in the 60’s and 70’s Gilbert Street would 
come alive. Decorations would go up.  The Lions club 
would raffle a massive Christmas stocking, which would 
be on display for the kids to ogle over.  On Christmas 
Eve Santa would arrive on the fire truck to visit all the 
shopkeepers, throw lollies to the kids and draw the raffle it 
was community spirit at its best.

Long live Gilbert Street, the heart of our community. 

GILBERT STREET 
FROM THE PAST

Photo Keith Cecil c1907

Photo  courtesy
Chris Barr (top)
Ron Worland (left)

First Father Christmas was 
Alleyn Worland (left) then Joe 
Sweeney (above)
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Photo courtesy Michael Kuzmich

Photo courtesy Heath Worland
Ziggy the Clown played by Len 

Oliver

Photo courtesy Dawn Graham

Photo courtesy Dawn Graham

Photo courtesy Louise Leighton
Photo courtesy Ron Worland

Photo courtesy Dawn Graham

Photo courtesy Peter Stone

Photo National Australia Archives: Gilbert Street 1978

Photo State Library Victoria, 1936 Photo State Library Victoria, 1936 Photo State Library Victoria, 1936
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Story by Cheryl Baulch

The next time you drive into the IGA car park in Gilbert street, picture this 
little house sitting there back in the 1960s. The house was built by Geelong 
engine driver, George Galbraith in 1901. Iliffe Anderson, Geelong carpenter 
/ architect /artist, purchased the little cottage in 1923. The cottage was 
named Loch Lomond possibly after the largest Scottish lake or after the 
traditional Scottish song. We are not sure.

Iliffe was born in South Yarra during 1890. The family moved to Geelong 
briefly. During this time Iliffe had secured a job as a carpenter after he 
left school. The job helped support his architecture studies. Over his life 
he was best known as an architect and water colour artist. He designed a 
number of the Geelong buildings, in particular the Block Buildings on the 
site of Geelong’s Market Square built by JC Taylor & Sons. Iliffe also had a 
passion for music, playing the cornet for the Harbour Trust Board band 
which won a number of prominent competitions across the country.

In 1915 he married Mabel Annie Shugg. They spent a lot of time living in 
their little Torquay holiday cottage which Iliffe filled some of his wonderful 
paintings. During the war he was an architect for the American army, 
mainly redesigning buildings for weapons storage. He was well known to 
General Douglas MacArthur. 

In April 1947, after the family moved to Hobart, Iliffe applied to the Board 
of Architects of Tasmania for registration. He became a popular architect 
of hotels and motels across Hobart. Community minded Iliffe also became 
involved in local Hobart affairs. He was Alderman of Hobart (1950 – 1954) 
and designed the Hobart Coat of Arms in 1951. 

ILIFFE GORDON
ANDERSON

Living in Tasmania Iliffe and Mabel couldn’t use the 
Torquay holiday house so they sold the property in 1948 
to the Oliver family of Ballarat, proprietors of ‘Oliver 
Bootmakers’. Living next door to them in Ballarat were 
their good friends the Stone family. Two years later when 
the Oliver’s wanted to sell their little cottage, George and 
Alice Stone purchased it.

The Stone family enjoyed the little house for many 
years. Travels to the beach from Ballarat were days well 
documented in movies and photos. As the family grew 
so did the need to have a bigger holiday house. In 1964 
the ‘new house’ was built. Peter Stone, grandson of 
George tells us that part of the old house was shifted to 
Fisherman’s Beach some years later for the Yacht Club. 
Eventually the land was sold to Tuckerbag changing the 
residential face of Gilbert street.  

Loch Lamond painted by Iliffe Anderson

House on Great Ocean Road painted by Iliffe Anderson
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Nestled amongst the trees along the Surf Coast 
Highway in Torquay is this little concrete marker. 
Nobody ever sees it because it is not on a pedistran 
pathway.

No matter the mode of transport, for centuries 
Mileposts, were once a common highway sign erected 
to help the traveller’s experience. Just like today with 
our green road signs, these concrete blocks were 
reference points along the road reassuring travelers 
that the proper path was being followed, and to 
indicate the distance travelled so far or the remaining 
distance in miles (1.6 kilometres) to a destination.

In 1892 the road to Torquay from Geelong ran via 
Belmont and Germantown before reaching Mt. 
Duneed. This concrete marker, still located on the 
Surf Coast Highway at Torquay is likely to be indicating 
the distance in miles from Belmont, 11 miles (17.7 
kilometres). 

ELEVEN MILES 
TO WHERE?

Watch the Stone family  movie of the house 
on Gilbert Street.

https://torquayhistory.com/gilbert-street/

Photos & images Stone Family Collection 

Thank you Terry Nairn for this find.

click here

https://torquayhistory.com/gilbert-street/
https://torquayhistory.com/gilbert-street/
https://torquayhistory.com/gilbert-street/
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CONVICT FOOTPRINTS

FROM ISLE TO 
ISLAND
J CHERYL BAULCH I

Seventy-five thousand convicts arrived in 
Van Diemen’s Land before transportation 
ended in 1868 and Van Diemen’s Land 

became Tasmania. Many convicts obtained 
tickets of leave after seven years but remained 
in exile for the terms of their natural lives. 
However, their families were often able to join 
them and they could purchase land. Given 
opportunities never available to them in Britain, 
many prospered.  

John Goodall (1804 – 1874) was born in the 
parish of Gatcombe on the Isle of Wight to John 
and Jane Goodall. It was a small village on the 
river Medina with only about 40 houses and a 
population of 200. He lived there as a ploughman 
until his conviction in the Southhampton 
Quarter Session court for the felony of poaching. 
John, along with his mate Isaac Lewis had stolen 
twelve hams from William Way, one sheep from 
Lord Yarborough and some clothes from David 
Pollard at Calbourne.  He was sentenced to 
seven years transportation on 20 April 1830.

JOHN
GOODALL

John left Portsmouth on 25 June 1830 
aboard the convict transport ship Royal 
George along with 215 other convicted 
men.

Conditions on board ships were horribly 
tough, in chubby looking wooden ships 
with square sterns. They sailed badly 
and tended to ride like corks. Convicts 
were squeezed into small barred 
enclosures below decks, sleeping on 
hammocks, with buckets for lavatories, 
no privacy and unappetising food. 
Occasionally they were allowed on 
deck for some exercise and for the 
cells to be cleaned out. When this 
didn’t happen, disease would spread 
and deaths aboard convict ships were 
not uncommon.   By the time the Royal 
George arrived at Van Diemen’s Land 
on 18 October 1830 four men had died. 

On arrival convicts were given a 
physical check. John was not a tall man, 
with a height of five feet, five and a half 
inches. It was also recorded that he 
had a dark complexion, dark whiskers 

and a crucifix tattooed inside his right 
arm. His farming experience provided 
him with the opportunity to avoid the 
road gangs and John was assigned 
to Henry Clayton of Norfolk Plains. 
Clayton too had once been a convict 
and after serving his time, he was 
appointed District Constable at Norfolk 
Plains before resigning his post to take 
up pastoral pursuits. 

John was given his Ticket of Leave 
in February 1835 and his Ticket of 
Freedom in March 1837. This freedom 
provided John with the opportunity 
to purchase property at Carrick. It is 
likely he purchased the property with 
the intention of marrying and settling 
down with Anne Rowland. Although 
the official ‘Permission to Marry 
Register’ indicates no outcome to their 
request to marry, their unofficial union 
appears to have produced a daughter, 
Ellen born on 26 October 1838. Ann 
registered John as the father. The 
partnership didn’t work out as John 
left Tasmania alone for Port Phillip 

Transportation had long been used by Britain 
and other countries as a substitute for the death 
penalty. 

The revolt of the American colonies in the late 
eighteenth-century caused Britain to lose a handy 
depository for unwanted convicts. The Industrial 
Revolution created social upheavals resulting in 
overflowing gaols. 

A solution to the problem was the creation of penal 
colonies at Botany Bay in 1788, followed by Van 
Diemen’s Land in 1803.

1804 1830 1838 1874
Photo courtesy State Library Tasmania
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TOGETHER
THEY SERVED

aboard the schooner Enterprise, on 1 October 1838. He 
was also granted land in Hobart which was sold by the 
government when he hadn’t paid his fee because he was 
then in Victoria. 

William Elton, who had arrived from Van Diemen’s Land 

too, had been running the Ironbark Forest pastoral run 
since 1841. Like John he was a licensed woodcutter. They 
formed a partnership in 1843 the same year he married 
Ann Mahon. John and Ann welcomed their first child 
Maria the following year. Raising their family in Geelong, 
John worked as a wood cutter and doing maintenance 
jobs in the area. The 1849 Port Phillip electoral list 
records him as living off Fyans Street, Geelong, and the 
following year on Barwon Terrace. 

In 1857 John purchased the 101 acre, allotment 69, on 
the northern banks of Spring Creek in the parish of 
Puebla. Today the area is identified as that bound by 
Spring Creek, Grossmans, Duffields and Eton Roads. John 
called the farm Springvale and it is where his youngest 
child Henry was born the following year. As John and Ann 
aged, two acres was fenced off around his three roomed 
weatherboard house and garden with the rest of the 
property leased to Andrew White for grazing. 

Maria, the eldest child, was thrifty and frugal and could 
see potential investing in Torquay property at the first 
land sales in 1866 before she married William Shields at 
Springvale in 1875.  

SOURCES:

• http://www.maritimetas.org/collection-displays/
displays/over-seas-stories-tasmanian-migrants/
convict-colony

• Hampshire Chronicle, 22 March 1830

• https://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/
voyage-to-australia-was-anything-but-plain-
sailing-for-earliest-travellers/news-story/
cbfcc91de1e8a23cbed151c2ce979a72

• Colonial Times, Shipping Intelligence, 9 October 
1838, page 4

STORY BY CHERYL BAULCH

During the early hours before dawn on April 25 1915 a great convoy 
of ships slowed then stopped in the Aegean Sea. The water was still 
like a millpond giving the excited and apprehensive men on board 
the ships an eerie feeling. 

Percy Graham from Connewarre wrote in his diary “We were moving 
when we woke at 3am. had breakfast at 4am and were anchored 
at 6am. Could hear the guns and rifles then. About eleven boats 
and 6 war ships altogether. Started to land at 8.30am. Came off on 
destroyers and were fired on by Turks, one chap injured on board; 
left destroyers and got onto launches and got within a chain of the 
shore and then had to jump out and wade ashore. As soon as we 
were all ashore and started over the hills and were very soon under 
fire. and were under it all day; makes a fellow pretty scared to start 
fighting all day but I couldn’t get a sight of Turks. Six of our officers 
killed & 7 wounded & a fair few men. Had to leave our packs and so 
have to sleep without over-coat or water proof.”  Percy only wrote 
another seven entries about the cold, retrieving his pack, the shelling 
and tiredness before he was killed on 2nd May.

Percy was one of the many Australians who had swarmed down 
cargo nets, into longboats, to be towed to the beach we now call 
Anzac Cove at Gallipoli.

Eighteen men from within the current Surf Coast Shire boundary 
landed on the shores of Gallipoli that day. Two died during the 
landing – Leslie Bailey, grocer’s salesman from Torquay and William 
Fuller a Connewarre farmer.

By the time the fighting ended, eight months later over 8000 

Photo courtesy Bellbrae Primary School

Photos courtesy Pauline Gowing

Photos courtesy Brian May

Photos courtesy AWM
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Australians lay dead amongst the steep ridges and gullies 
of the Gallipoli Peninsula. Eighteen men from the Shire 
were amongst them with75% of the casualties from the 
8th Light Horse Regiment. Those killed in action at Gallipoli 
were:

From Anglesea

Edmund Reginald WHITTERON

Charles Lyle YOUNG

Joseph Terell CROWL

From Bambra

Charles HARRIS

From Connewarre

William Jacob FULLER

John Alex MCDONALD

Percy George GRAHAM

From Moriac

Albert Edward TOWNSEND

From Mt Duneed

George Allen STEWART

Charles ALTMANN

From Torquay

Leslie Charles BAILEY

From Winchelsea

Cyril Patrick KEENAN

Arthur Francis Gordon ELKINGTON

Robert McLauchlan WILSON

Harry HOSKIN

Roger Ebden Harcourt PALMER

George John Stewart ANDERSON

Leo Thomas DWYER

Thousands more were wounded. Many consider this 
campaign to be the origin of the Anzac spirit and the 
digger legacy. Each year in Australia and New Zealand we 
commemorate Anzac Day, to remember those who fell at 
Gallipoli and for all those Australians who have answered 

the call in times of war and 
conflict.

We remember Connewarre 
farmer, William Fuller, who 
enlisted at the age of 23 years 
just a month after Australian 
volunteers were called for. He 

was attached to the 5th Battalion, 1st Reinforcements. 
The unit embarked from Melbourne on 22 December 
1914. The ship sailed across the Indian Ocean, bound for 
Egypt with the intention to guard the Suez Canal against 
attack by the Turks. Just before they arrived in Egypt 
the British commanders had decided to send them to 
the Dardanelles as part of an Allied expeditionary force, 
hoping to knock Turkey out of the war. The 5th Battalion 
took part in the ANZAC landing as part of the second 
wave at Gallipoli. It was during this landing that William 
was killed in action.

We remember Anglesea’s Capt 
Johnny Bell, an Australian rules 
footballer who played 18 games 
with Geelong Football Club in the 
Victorian Football League (VFL). 
Johnny was one of the original 
‘lads’ who challenged Aireys 
Inlet to a rowing race on the 

Anglesea River which became an annual rowing regatta 
held on New Year’s Day. He was a foundation member 
of The Anglesea Recreation & Sports Club in 1911. His 
service record tells us that at the time of enlistment, he 
was a grazier at Shelford in partnership with his brothers. 
Johnny enlisted at the age of 29 on 2 September 1914 and 
applied for the Light Horse Automobile Corps supplying 
his own car (given to him by his brother). Consequently, he 
was attached to the 1st Light Horse Brigade Headquarters 
as a special appointment in the role as Automobile Officer 
at the rank of Lieutenant. 

He embarked from Melbourne as part of the First 
Australian Expeditionary Force aboard the HMAT A3 
Orvieto in October 1914. The Regiment landed at the 
Gallipoli Peninsula on 12 May 1915, playing a defensive 
role for most of the campaign, but mounted an attack on 
the Turkish position known as “the Chessboard” as part 
of the August Offensive on 7 August. Shortly before the 
evacuation of Gallipoli he was invalided to Malta with 
dysentery. 

From there he proceeded to England, where he resigned 
his commission with the AIF and was commissioned in 
the British Royal Flying Corps on 13 March 1916. Having 
gained his “wings,” he once more returned to Egypt, and 
saw much flying there and in the Sinai Desert.

Returning to England he was promoted captain in the 
Australian Flying Corps. He was employed testing the 
newest types of airplanes and delivering them to the 
various aerodromes before returning to a battle squadron.

During the Cambrai operations on 21 November 1917 

he was leading a special mission of six aircraft on a low 
bombing and infantry strafing (shelling) expedition over 
Bourlon Wood, when he was seriously wounded in the 
chest by enemy machine gun fire, the bullet penetrating 
his lungs, but despite his injuries he landed his machine 
near Tincourt, East of Peronne before succumbing to 
his wounds on 27 December. He was buried at Tincourt 
British Military Cemetery adjacent to the Casualty 
Clearing Station with a four bladed propeller made and 
suitably inscribed by members of the Squadron. Both 
his father and brother wrote to the AIF requesting this 
temporary headstone be sent to them at their cost. 
Unfortunately, with the weathering the headstone was 
not in fit condition for shipment, however the plate with 
the inscriptions and another photo (showing the current 
state of the headstone) was sent back to his family when 
the permanent headstone was put on the grave.

The Geelong Advertiser wrote that on the notification of 
his death the flags at the various Geelong wool stores 
were flown at half-mast out of respect to the late Captain 
Bell. His brother William Maxwell Bell worked at Dennys, 
Lascelles Ltd. Geelong.

We also remember our nurses. Winchelsea’s Ida Agnes 
Mary Eddie, the daughter of 
local doctor Arthur Eddie and his 
wife Agnes. Ida was working as a 
nurse at Dunolly hospital when 
war broke out. Single and having 
just turned 27 years of age Ida 
enlisted in the Australian Army 
Nursing Service and a week later 

in June 1917 she left Melbourne aboard the RMS Somali 
bound for India. She disembarked at Bombay on 30 July 
and subsequently was posted to Deccan War Hospital 
in Poona for duty. She resigned her appointment from 
the AANS five months later because of her marriage to 
Dr. David Manson from Scotland on 12 December 1917 
at Poona, Bombay, India. They had a daughter Una. The 
family continued to live in India until Ida’s death at Assam 
in October 1923 from blackwater fever.

In World War One about 50,000 Australians men and 
women served under the flags of allied nations such as 
the United Kingdom, South Africa, Canada, United States. 

George Percival Douglas was one such person. Named 
on the Anglesea Honor Roll, George enlisted with the 

AIF when war broke out and he 
arrived in Egypt in December 
1915 but he was discharged 
as medically unfit five months 
later because of rheumatism. 
Determined to serve, George 
travelled to England and enlisted 

in the Royal Field Artillery. 

He served in Gallipoli as well as France. In early 1918 
George was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant, 
continuing to serve in France. In July his name appeared in 
the Supplement to the London Gazette in a list of citations 
for the Military Cross:

For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty. This 
officer carried out long reconnaissances [sic] in and 
beyond the front line infantry during daylight along a wide 
front. He sent back valuable information, which was only 
obtained at great personal risk.

He was critically wounded on 24 of August 1918 while 
trying to help a fallen gunner. He died the following day 
and was buried at Arneke British Cemetery, just outside 
the town of Cassel in northern France.

During the war over 15,000 Australians used some sort 
of alias, blokes like Ivan James McLean, known as James. 
They used an alias for different reasons most often it was 

an obvious sign of a previous 
indiscretion. James was working 
in NSW when war broke out so 
he enlisted and embarked from 
there in 1915. His family knew 
he had enlisted, but whether 
they knew he enlisted under 
another name is unclear. A 

statutory declaration in his WW2 service record confirms 
James McLean was in fact John McCallam. On 24 June 
1918 he was wounded in the thigh and foot by a bomb 
while defending the area of Strazeele Station and was 
subsequently admitted to hospital and transferred to 
England for recovery.

There are many more examples of the men and women 
who served across the Surf Coast Shire during World 
War 1. You can find them at www.togethertheyserved.
com  The first step in remembering our service men and 
women is to identify them and record their story for all 
to see. If you have a story on a local person who served 
our country in time of war or conflict contact us, share 
the story. Next edition we will publish some World War 
Two stories.  

Sources:

• www.togethertheyserved.com

• Pelvin, Richard (2008) Anzac, An Illustrated History 
1914 - 1918

• Battalion diaries

• www.somme-battlefields.com

• Images AWM



TAIT’S POINT
CONNEWARRE
Contributed by Gwen Threlfall

Mt. Duneed History Group

A subgroup of the Mount Duneed Progress Association

History meetings are at 7:30 pm on the first Thursday of February, 
April, June, August, October and December.

http://mdpa.weebly.com/blog

Taits Point was named after an early settler in the area, 
James Tait, who arrived in Melbourne on the Palmyra on 
25 November in 1839 with his wife Helen (née Easton), 
his son Alexander (aged 2) and daughter Agnes who 
was born as the Palmyra was coming into port. Agnes 
married Ewing Blyth on 26 October 1859 at Connewarre. 
An older daughter, Ann (aged 4), died during the voyage. 
James’ sister, Margaret, and her 4 year-old son, Alexander 
Turnbull, came with them. James was the son of Alexander 

and Margaret (née Younger) Tait. On arrival they were 
employed by Charles Williamson. In 1840 James Tait was 
employed by John McVean on a run at Connewarre. On 5 
November 1855, they selected 126 acres at what is now 
Taits Point at the end of Staceys Road. They called their 
land Connewarre from an aboriginal name meaning black 
swan. They cleared the land and planted a market garden. 
Their children born in the Geelong district were:

Alexander — born in 1842 in Geelong, died on 18 June 

1917 aged 75 at Connewarre, buried in the Presbyterian 
section of the Mount Duneed Cemetery

George — born in 1844 in Geelong, married Jane Gill in 
1872, married Mary Jane Blair in 1887, died on 3 June 1923 
at Mount Duneed, buried in the Presbyterian section of the 
Mount Duneed Cemetery

Ann — born in 1846 in Geelong, died on 9 April 1940 
aged 93½, buried in the Presbyterian section of the Mount 
Duneed Cemetery

James Easton — born in 1851, died 16 December 1894

Robert — born 1851, died 15 March 1933 aged 82 at 
Mount Duneed, buried in the Presbyterian section of the 
Mount Duneed Cemetery

Helen Younger — born 1854 at Geelong, married Robert 
Henry Blair in 1875, died in 1926 aged 72 at Port Campbell

Margaret Janet — born 1856, died 17 November 1935 
aged 79 at Geelong, buried in the Presbyterian section of 
the Mount Duneed Cemetery

Elizabeth — born 1859, married William Scott, died 8 July 
1926 aged 66, buried in the Church of England section of 
the Mount Duneed Cemetery.

James was a member of the Connewarre Road Board for 
five years. 

Connewarre had been a tribal area for members of the 
Wathaurong tribe for hundreds of years. Convict William 
Buckley who had escaped from the first penal settlement 
at Port Phillip in 1803 lived with the tribe in this area for 
many years. 

Between Geelong and Barwon Heads the Barwon River 
flows through a series of shallow tide-affected lakes and 
swamps. These are Lake Connewarre, Reedy Lake, Hospital 
and Salt Swamps. Taits Point was formed by a basalt flow 
from Mount Duneed damming the river to form Reedy 
Lake. The lakes were subsequently connected when the 
river channel finally eroded through the basalt. Prior to 
European settlement the river was salty upstream of 
Geelong. Two breakwaters were built to provide fresh 
water for the early settlement and industry in Geelong.

The number of Wathawurrung people who occupied this 
area had declined rapidly after 1830.

James Tait died on 12 October 1883 and is buried in the 
Presbyterian section of the Mount Duneed Cemetery. 
His wife, Helen who died on 3 November 1899 is buried 
with him. Many of their descendants are still living in the 
Connewarre and Mount Duneed area today.  

James Tait purchased 126 acres of crown land in 1855 at Taits Point

The Tait dairy — photo contributed by Elizabeth Spencer

Lake Connewarre
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TOWN TALK
SOCIAL EVENINGS RAISE FUNDS FOR 
LOCAL COMMUNITIES
AS REPORTED IN GEELONG ADVERTISER

MORIAC
TO

RQ
U

A
Y

BE
LL

BR
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E One of the most enjoyable entertainments ever 
conducted by the Torquay Progress Association, 
as a means of liquidating the debt incurred 
through extensions to the public hall was that 
held on Saturday night. There was a most 
gratifying attendance of both local residents 
and visitors. Many of the latter had motored 
down in connection with an earlier function and 
remained for the evening. Dancing and euchre 
were two forms of entertainment. There were 
a dozen card tables kept busy throughout, and 
after a keen contest, Miss Seifort and Mr W. 
Berryman were each successful in scoring first 
prize. The trophies were donated by Mr and 
Mrs Voss. Entrance prizes were won by Mrs 
Kensole and Mr P Barnesh. These were donated 
by Mrs Harrison. Consolation prizes given by Mr 
and Mrs Voss were secured by Mrs Voss and 
Mr Shanklin. Mr D Morton supplied the music 
for the dancing and Mr J. Follett acted as MC.  
16/9/1924

FRESHWATER CREEK

On Friday evening about 80 friends attended the Joy Ark, Petavel, to bid farewell to Cr. And Mrs Douglas, on their 
leaving Greenvale farm for Ballarat. Mr F. Richmond, on behalf of the residents of Freshwater Creek, presented a 
beautiful marble clock, suitably inscribed, also with a silver –mounted Barling pipe: and Mrs Douglas with a very nice 
lady’s handbag. The inscription on the clock read as follow.s:- “Presented to Cr. A.W. and Mrs Douglas by their friends 
in the Freshwater Creek and district”. Mr. Douglas, in a neat little speech , thanked the people of Freshwater Creek 
and district for their splendid gifts and expressions of good will. Dancing was indulged in until the “wee sma hours” 
and in all a very pleasant evening was experienced. Mr Dickens moved a very hearty vote of thanks to the musicians 
Mrs. Lugg and Messrs. Richmond and Brown. Mr Batty, in seconding the vote , said the musicians had given their 
services free throughout the district for patriotic and other charitable entertainments and their efforts were greatly 
appreciated. The vote was carried with musical honors.   6/7/1917

EUCHRE EVENING

A euchre and dance night was held in the 
Mechanics Hall on Friday evening September 7th to 
finally clear the debt on the hall piano. Although the 
weather was cold, a fairly large number attended. 
The euchre prizes were won by Mrs Hunter (ladies) 
and Mr V. Hopwood (gents). Super was served and 
dancing carried on until a late hour.     19/9/1923

The usual fortnightly dance in aid of the new Mechanics 
Institute and Free Library was held in the hall on Saturday 
evening. That these dances are becoming very popular 
is evidenced by the large crowd that attends. Saturday 
night’s effort will increase the funds by about 3 pounds 
and 5 schillings. Mr Hanby, as usual supervised the 
arrangements.    25/11/1920

EVERY PICTURE
TELLS A STORY

BUCKLEY’S WELL..... FACT OR FICTION?

Plaque reads......

“BUCKLEY’S WELL”

This well is reputed to have been used by William 
Buckley the legendary “Wild White Man”.

Buckley a soldier-convict escaped from a penal camp 
at Sorrento on Port Phillip Bay Victoria in 1803. For 32 
years he wandered around the Gelelong-Otway Ranges area meeting up with Aboriginal 
tribes & eventually living with them. In 1835 he surrendered himself to a party left at 
Indented Head by John Batman, Melbourne’s founder.

Do you have a favourite image you would like to share with our readers?  We would love to hear from you.
Email a high quality scan and the history behind the picture to tmuseumwithoutwalls@gmail.com and we 
will publish it here.   If you don’t have a scanner, let us know and we will visit with a scanner to help you.
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