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The heritage-listed Sea View Villa being moved

forward on the block.

Development the site of one of Torquay’s oldest buildings is progressing with a heritage-listed building on the

corner of Anderson and Pride Streets being preserved.

Torquay Historical Society secretary Chris Barr said that following the partial demolishing of Sea View Villa,

known locally as “the house with the tower”, many people were surprised to see part of the house left

standing after the bulldozers moved out, and the society has fielded a number of questions about the remnant

structure.

“Sea View Villa is one of the original buildings of Torquay,” she said.

“This corner of old Torquay originally formed part of the Spring Creek Estate and in 1893 was owned by a

chemist from Geelong called Robert Owen. A photograph of Sea View Villa taken soon after its completion

shows more clearly what the original design was like.

“The little weatherboard house had a gabled roof and bull nose verandah, at the back was a skillion that
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linked the house to a rear gabled section that was possibly a billiard room.”

Ms Barr said that Sea View Villa was built as a seaside residence for Charles Smith’s family. It is thought the

house was deigned by the Geelong architectural firm of Laird and Barlow.

“The most prominent and distinctive feature of the house was the viewing tower located at the junction of the
front gable and the verandah.

“The tower had timber arched framed windows on all four sides and a handsome timber flagpole. Below the

arched window was the Smith family shield dated 1894 and an arched timber name plate entitled ‘Sea View

Villa’.

“What we see on the site today is most of the original house without all the ‘extras’ that had been added over

the past 119 years.”

After the death of Charles Henry Smith in 1908, the house passed to his son William Herbert Smith. Ms Barr

said that Sea View Villa survived the devastating fires of 1940, and members of the family recall that William
Smith sent workers from the Geelong business to help protect the house and fight the fires.

Sea View Villa has only had 4 different owners. Surf Coast Shire placed an interim heritage overlay on the

property in 2002. In 2009, the shire undertook a stage 2B heritage study.

As a result of this study a number of places in the shire were identified as having heritage significance including
Sea View Villa, and, following a planning scheme amendment they now have permanent heritage overlays.

“Negotiating the relocation of the Sea View Villa building to the front of the block has ensured the survival of
the dwelling,” Ms Barr said.

“It is hoped that the original front verandah and other details are to be reconstructed as part of the

development on the site. Members the Torquay Historical Society were part of the steering committee that
urged the protection of Sea View Villa from destruction and we congratulate the Surf Coast Shire planning

department on negotiating an outcome that has saved this little house and its history from disappearing
forever.”

Anyone wanting more information about the Torquay Historical Society can email Ms Barr

(christinebarr@eftel.net.au) or send a letter to 18 Price Street, Torquay, 3228.
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